Term 1 2022
Return to School
The purpose of this document is to outline how our school will be managing risk relating to Coronavirus (COVID-19)
during the return to school in Term 1, 2022.
We are committed to providing a safe learning and working environment for our students and staff. We ask that the
whole school community follow these guidelines to enable us to provide the safest possible environment during this
time.

Rapid Antigen Testing and positive Covid-19 cases
Twice weekly Rapid Antigen testing is strongly recommended for all students and staff for the first four weeks of
term. Free Rapid Antigen Tests will be available from the school – families and staff will not need to purchase their
own. Families will be able to collect one box per child on Monday 31st January for the first two weeks of school.
Staff and students can conduct the Rapid Antigen test at home on any two days in the school week. To help make it
easier to remember, we recommend that you do the tests on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Negative results do not need
to be reported to the school.
If a positive result is returned, the result must be reported to:
•

the school by phone or the RA Test Portal; this is so the school can support them, record that they will be
absent while in 7-day isolation, and let the rest of the school community know there has been a positive case
onsite and that they should monitor for symptoms
• the Department of Health via the COVID-19 Positive Rapid Antigen Test Self-Reporting Form or call centre
on 1800 675 398.
Information about how to do a test and how to read RAT results, including a how-to video translated into 33
languages, is available online.
Schools are no longer required to complete contact tracing in the event of a positive RAT or PCR test. Instead, in the
event of the school being notified of a positive case, we will inform the whole school community through Compass
that there is a positive case, the grade or year level and any extra curricular activities the positive case may have
attended. Families will then be asked to monitor their child/ren for symptoms and complete a RAT or PCR if they
have symptoms.
Positive cases will need to isolate at home for 7 days as well as any household contacts (this includes siblings of the
positive case where they reside at the same residence).
Families are asked to inform the school if your child/ren are isolating and learning materials and activities will be
provided.

Vaccination Requirements
Parents and carers must have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine or have a valid medical exception to enter school
buildings. Proof of vaccination will need to be provided when entering school buildings.
All staff working in schools need to be fully vaccinated or have a verified medical exception.
COVID-19 vaccinations for students are not required for them to attend school but vaccination for students is highly
encouraged. If your child has not yet had their first dose, please try to organise this before term begins. For more

information on how to book a vaccination, including important information about vaccination for children aged 5 to
11, visit Vaccination information for children and teenagers.

Communication with Teachers
Families are encouraged to regularly communicate with their child’s teacher, this can be done via email, through See
Saw, phone call or by making an appointment to meet virtually online or face to face. If meeting with your child’s
teacher in person, parents will need to ensure they wear a face mask, check in using the QR code on the door of the
building they meet in and show proof of their vaccination status.
If you have an urgent message, we encourage you to call the school as class teachers are unable to monitor email
and See Saw messages during class time.

QR Check in
The use of Service Victoria QR codes for electronic record-keeping continues to be mandatory in all schools. All
parents and visitors entering school buildings must use the QR check in. These are placed on all entrances to
buildings throughout the school.

Pick up and Drop off
To minimise congestion in the school yard, families are encouraged to drop and go in the mornings. Parents can
enter the school grounds to drop off their child/ren and are encouraged to either drop them off in the yard, at the
gate or at the classroom door. Parents are asked to socially distance whilst in the yard and wear a face mask if you
are unable to do this. Students can be dropped off between 8:45-9:00am and go straight into class in order to spread
out the number of families and students in the grounds at the one time.
Students will be dismissed from their classrooms at 3:30pm. Families are encouraged to arrange a pick up spot in the
grounds or near the gate to prevent congestion around classroom doors.

Ventilation
A number of measures will be in place to promote ventilation in classrooms including:
•
•
•
•

Conducting learning outside where practicable
Opening all windows and doors.
Turning on ceiling fans to maximise air movement.
Using air conditioning for thermal comfort whilst the windows and doors are still open.

Air Purifiers
The school has received 17 air purifiers from the Department of Education. Air purifiers have been placed in rooms
according Department of Education policy.
Placement of the air purifiers has been determined by the following:
•
•

Rooms that’s have limited opportunity for other forms of ventilation such as windows that cannot be
opened or the only openable windows and doors on one side of the room.
Rooms that have occupants the are unable to easily maintain physical distancing.

•

Rooms that will be used for activities that require higher levels of exertion, no mask wearing or increased
aerosol projection.

Face Mask Requirements
•

School staff will be required to always wear masks indoors when not actively teaching or communicating
with students. Masks are not compulsory for teachers and staff outdoors.
• Students in Grade 3 and above must wear a face mask indoors at school unless a lawful exception applies.
Students must wear face masks even if vaccinated. Students are not required to wear masks outside.
• Visitors to schools aged 8 and above must wear a face mask in all indoor spaces, unless a lawful exception
applies.
• Students in Prep to Grade 2 are strongly recommended to wear a face mask indoors at school.
A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas to not meet these requirements.

Cleaning
Routine cleaning, including regular cleaning of high touch surfaces will continue.

Hygiene
Students will be encouraged to practise good hygiene practices at school including:
•
•

Covering sneezes and coughs appropriately and washing hands after sneezing and coughing.
Regular hand washing and use of hand sanitiser.

Unwell Students
Any staff or students who display symptoms of Covid-19 are encouraged to stay at home and complete a Rapid
Antigen test or PCR test. If your child displays symptoms of Covid-19 at school, the child will be isolated in the first
aid area and parents will contacted to collect their child. The child will be able to return to school following a
negative Rapid Antigen Test or PCR test.
If your child suffers from any medical conditions that presents with symptoms similar to Covid-19 symptoms, please
ensure that we have up to date copies of their management plans from your GP so we are able to identify their
common symptoms and treatments.

Attendance
All students are expected to attend onsite. Parent preference is not an approved reason for students to be absent
due to Covid-19.
Students who are required to isolate or quarantine will be supported through being provided with learning materials
and activities to support their continued learning. Schools are not expected to provide a full remote learning
program in these circumstances.

