7th Februrary 2019
Parent Teacher Interviews – Grades 1 -6

Parent Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 12th February (3:40-7:30pm), Wednesday 13th
February (3:40-5:00pm) and Thursday 14th February (3:40-5:00pm) for students in grades 1-6.
The purpose of these 10 minute interviews is to meet your child's 2019 teacher and for you to share
important information about your child that you believe is relevant for the teacher to know.
While some initial academic assessments will have occurred, this will not be complete at this stage.
An 'academic' interview will be offered mid-year. Your child's teacher will be able to provide an
insight into how your child has settled into the new grade and some early observations.
Families are able to book a time with their child’s teacher through Compass. Please be aware that
bookings through Compass will close at 4pm Monday 11th February.

Parking and Traffic

Thank you to all the parents who are doing the right thing by parking in the designated areas and
observing the time restrictions. Unfortunately, we have had some parents parking across neighbours’
driveways or parking too long in the “kiss and go” spots. We all seem to be time poor these days but
doing the right thing and consideration for others takes no extra time and makes everything flow
better. More importantly, it ensures the safety of our students! Please keep this in mind when you
drive your child to school.
I would also add that there were traffic wardens after school last week issuing tickets on cars parked
illegally.

Building Works

There is another meeting this Friday to discuss the presentation of revised Admin & STEM facility
plan, revised site staging plans and risk identification and management strategy.
At the moment, all stages are on schedule and commencement of stage 1 is still September.
We did expect our existing relocatable building to be relocated next to the new one over the
holidays. However, the shifting of that building is funded by a capitol works program which is
different to the funding of the new one and could not be programmed in time for the same time. We
are anticipating that it will be moved next to the new one during the first term break.

Approaching Students

At no time are parents permitted to approach students, other than their own children, to chastise or
physically or verbally abuse them.
It is very easy to get caught up in your child’s arguments or disagreements with other children at
school. For your own sake and your child’s sake, do not do it.
If there are issues at school with other students, please talk to your child’s teacher, Ms Roolker or
myself and let the school deal with them.

2019 Farmers’ Market Volunteers

Are you able to help out at an upcoming Farmers’ Market? Come along and help out and support
your child’s grade level at the same time.
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Each month, a particular grade level will be responsible for coordinating volunteers. Families are
encouraged to volunteer to support the Farmer’s market on the month that their child’s grade is
allocated. To thank you for supporting the market, $500 of the funds raised at the market will go
toward the grade level for teachers to spend on items to support your child’s learning.
2019 Farmers’ markets
10th February – Years 5 & 6
10th March – Year 3 & 4
14th April – Years 1 & 2
12th May - Prep
9th June – Years 5 & 6
14th July – Years 3 & 4
11th August – Years 1 & 2
8th September - Prep
13th October – Pre-school
10th November - TBC
8th December – TBC
Volunteers are needed for:
Set up crew – 7:00am – 8:30am
Pack up crew – 12:15pm – 1:45pm
Entry gate collection – Shift 1 8:15am-10:30am or shift 2 10:15am-12:30pm
Please note: You do not have to be involved in a particular grade level to be involved in a Farmers’
Market. We gladly welcome any willing volunteer. The more the merrier!
If you are able to help out at one of these markets, please see your child’s teacher.

2019 Student Leaders

Congratulations to our 2019 student leaders. All leaders were presented with their badges during
the school assembly on Monday. We look forward to working with you all throughout the year.
School Captains: Charlotte Dodson and Ollie Gleeson
School Vice Captains: Anna Elding and Joshua Granger
Blue House Captain: Tristain Hindle
Blue House Vice Captain: Jin Talbot
Red House Captain: Jack Wannenburg
Red House Vice Captain: Lachlan Chambers
Yellow House Captain: Stella King-Stemmer
Yellow House Vie Captain: Jai Firth
Green House Captain: Baxter Torresan
Green House Vice Captain: Mitch Norton
I Sea, I Care Ambassadors: Ruby Noble, Maddie Wakefield, Charli Adamson
Environment Leaders: Fern McGirr, Sophie Robinson, Sarah Littler
I.C.T Leaders – Amaya Galloway and Zac Lavender
Art and Culture leaders: Sienna Shead and Jason Weston
Library Leaders: Aliyah Prescott and Isobel Rupp-Coleman
Junior School Councillors: Talitha Fish, Mia Stewart, Tigga Johnstone, Tyler Lucas, Ned Dowling,
Xavier Martin, Lachlan Willis.

A message from Growing Greenthumbs
Thankyou to Meg Littler, Simone Heywood, Allira Greeley, Anita Paganoni, Antje Walter, Danielle
Bighetti and Marta Pfeifer who along with their families all cared for the school garden, worms and
chickens over the holidays, thanks for the extra care over those hot days!
We appreciate your time, and hope it was a rewarding experience.
Families are always encouraged to bring food scraps for the chickens and worms, and we would love
your help in the garden if you can spare an hour during the term! A list of garden jobs will be placed
on the window of the BER kitchen door for anyone wishing to get their hands grubby!
Jade and Amy

Top five strategies to improve your parenting this year

by Michael Grose
The start of the year is a great time for making changes and improvements to the way you raise kids. But it’s
difficult to know where to begin.
To assist with the change process we’ve carefully selected five practical strategies that will have a positive
impact if acted upon. We’ve organised webinars in the first half of the year to assist you to implement each
strategy.
1. Switch on your child’s strengths
Most of us have been conditioned to focus on what kids can’t do. There is a better way. The Positive
Psychology movement lead by US-based psychologist Dr. Martin Seligman showed that when we can unearth
kids’ strengths we are, in effect, unlocking their true potential for success and happiness. Three elements come
together to make a strength and parents need to be mindful of all three: performance (being good at something);
energy (feeling good doing it); and high use (choosing to do it).
Professor Lea Waters, author of the wonderful new book The Strength Switch and current President of
the International Positive Psychology Association will show you how to focus on kids’ strengths in her
webinar ‘Switching on your child’s strengths‘.
2. Balance kids’ extra-curriculum activities
Alongside social media and news events, being busy is now recognised as a major stressor for many children
and young people. The choice of activities to keep kids busy after school hours is mind-boggling.
Having so many options is wonderful but it does place a new set of pressures on parents and kids. The cost of
loading kids up with scheduled activities is that many don’t get the chance for free play, or simply ‘vegging
out’ on the couch.
Parenting Ideas expert Dr.Jodi Richardson will help you find the right balance of activity for your family in her
webinar ‘Balancing extra-curricular activities‘.
3. Focus on friendships
Friendships are an important part of the road to adulthood for a child or young person. Friendships can also be
problematic. Not every child is naturally outgoing and makes friends easily. If your child has difficulty forming
friendships and is worried by that, then there are many ways to approach this including: encouraging kids to
spend one-on-one time with others, making extra-curricular activities fit their interests, and coaching kids to
develop friendly behaviours.
The wonderful Sharon Witt will conduct a webinar ‘Teach girls to build each other up‘, focusing on friendship
skills especially for parents of girls.

4. Give kids tools to manage anxious moments
Currently we have a childhood anxiety problem. A big one! And it’s mostly undetected as community
understanding of anxiety is low. It’s our experience at Parenting Ideas that many parents are anxious and they
don’t know it, and many children routinely experience anxiety, which goes unrecognised.
Parenting Ideas founder Michael Grose is conducting a webinar ‘Managing your child’s anxiety‘ to help
parents on this challenging but important topic.
5. Develop rights of passage
Community changes have largely eradicated many traditional rights of passage, making it harder for a young
person to know when they’ve become an adult.
Fortunately, many families are now creating their own to mark events such as the end of primary school, the
move into the teenage years, and mark different stages of adolescence. These traditions are now becoming
legitimate rights of passage for young people.
Internationally recognised expert on rites of passage Arne Rubenstein will outline practical ways you can
recognise a young person’s important life markers in his webinar ‘Creating 21st century rites of passage‘.

Regards,
Ken and Lisa

Congratulations to the following children who will receive Student or Class of the
Week awards at next week’s assembly.
JCH
JST

Evie W
Spencer M

JLL
JMW
JTC

Cowan C
Jordan P
Giselle M

MCF
MIW

Talia R-C
Sidney H

Senior School: Jethro S, Grace A and Kiala K
Sport:

SBJ,

2019
Fri 8/2
Mon 11/2
Wed 13/2
Wed 13/2
Wed 20/2
Wed 27/2
Wed 6/3
Wed 20/3
Wed 20/3
Fri 5/4

Canteen Commences. Orders by 9am on Thursdays
Pre-School Sub-Committee Meeting 9am-11am
Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school
School Council Meeting 6:30pm
Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school
Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school
Prep Entry Assessment Appointments – No Preps at school
P&F AGM 9:15am
AGM (all 2018 Councillors welcome) 6:30-7pm
First meeting of new School Council 7pm
Last day of term 1-students dismissed at 2:30pm

UNIFORM SHOP
The Uniform Shop is open
on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month from 8:50am9:15am.

Bonbeach Farmers’
Market!
Sunday 10th February
open from 8:30am to
12:30pm
$2 donation per adult

All purchases must be paid for
prior to collecting from the
uniform shop.
Thank-you
Monique, Sam and
Mandy

With effect from the 1st September
all students should be wearing hats
at school.

