
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope that this finds you and your family safe and healthy. I wish to thank you for your patience, understanding and 

support in these uncertain times.  

Schools were instructed by Regional Office not to communicate with their families until after the DET had finalised 

their school directives and official templates outlining the details for learning during this difficult period. 

This occurred late yesterday evening. 

Our dedicated staff has been working very hard behind the scenes to ensure our students and families will be 

supported in the best possible way to successfully translate to home/ remote learning. Although somewhat daunting 

for us, we are embracing this challenge and looking forward to the opportunities this learning provides. 

As you are aware, the situation regarding coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to evolve. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank you for your support during the early commencement of the Term 1 holidays.    

The Victorian Government has now advised that all schools will move to remote and flexible learning when students 

return for Term 2 on Wednesday 15 April. 

This means that all students who can learn at home must learn from home. This is a very clear directive by the 

Victorian Government based on the advice of the Chief Health Officer.  

This is not an action being taken lightly, and I understand it may cause you and your family concern and stress. We 

are doing this to slow the spread of the virus and ensure the health and safety of our families, our colleagues and our 

friends.  

Our staff will also be working from home. All of them have been working hard to put plans in place to support the 

wellbeing of all our students, ensure educational equity and continuity of learning.  

This is clearly going to be a challenging time for all of us. It’s going to be critically important that we work very closely 

together in partnership to ensure that we provide the very best possible support for the ongoing wellbeing and 

learning of our students and your children.  

The Department of Education and Training’s Learning from Home website provides information and resources for 

parents and carers to support all families undertake this journey with us: 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx 

On-Site Supervision  

 

For a limited number of students, On-site learning and care will be available for children of parents who have 

exhausted all other options for getting supervision of their child and cannot work from home, and vulnerable children, 

including: 

 children in out-of-home care 

 children deemed by Child Protection and/or Family Services to be at risk of harm 

 children identified by the school as vulnerable (including via referral from a family violence agency, 
homelessness or youth justice service or mental health or other health service and children with a 
disability). 
 

https://www.education.vic.gov.au/parents/learning/Pages/home-learning.aspx


There will be an On-Site attendance application form sent via Compass this afternoon, that needs to be completed 

and returned to school via email bonbeach.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au if your child meets the criteria listed above. This 

form is required to be completed weekly and submitted each Thursday to ensure adequate staffing on-site can be 

sourced. If you require on-site care in Week 1 of Term 2, please submit this form by 12:00pm Tuesday 14th April to 

allow us time to put staffing arrangements in place. 

 

The learning program delivered on-site will be the same as the learning program delivered to students undertaking 

remote learning. Students learning on-site will be supervised by a volunteer on-site staff member or Casual relief 

teacher if none of our regular staff are able to attend our school site- but follow the teaching and learning program 

provided by their classroom teacher. 

 

To ensure consistency with physical distancing measures, students and families will not be permitted to congregate 

before or after school, in classrooms or in the playground and will be required to maintain 1.5 meters between 

persons as far as is practicable at all times. 

 

Access to Devices and Networks 

Work is also underway to identify students who do not have access to digital technologies at home. Devices such as 

laptops and tablets will be made available on loan to these students free-of-charge to ensure no student misses out. 

For students who do not have access to digital technologies at home, we will be loaning some of our existing devices 

(iPads and Notebooks) to students free-of-charge. 

 
To assist us in understanding the level of need for devices and network access to support us to deliver flexible and 

remote teaching and learning we would like to know which students will require a device and/or network 

connection. If you require loan of a school owned device to access remote learning opportunities, please email our 

school at bonbeach.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au with a response to this statement by Tuesday April 14.  

 

Please include ‘access to devices and networks’ in the subject line. 

 

My child (insert name) ______________________________and Year Level ___________requires a device to access 

remote learning tasks from home. 

 

 

The Department’s latest advice on coronavirus can be found at https://www.education.vic.gov.au/coronavirus 

It is important that we work together and support each other during this challenging time. We will be in touch with 

staff and parents and carers shortly with further details of what remote and flexible learning will look like for our 

students and families.  

 

Our roles as parents and educators over the next few weeks and months will look very different to what we are used 

to. Our school and our community are here to support you. Together we will be successful. 

 

Sincerely 

Ken Jones 
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