
Bonbeach Primary School 

Prep Q&A Session 1 and 2 

Monday 26th October and Thursday 5th November 

1. Q – Will you be offering face to face transition sessions? 

A – We are planning to hold face to face transition sessions in accordance with the current restrictions. At 
this stage, we are allowed to have small group sessions of up to 10 children at a time. Information will be 
provided regarding how and when these sessions will occur. 

 

2. What is the Prep’s start date in 2021? 

 

Monday 1st February 2021 

To assist your child to have a smooth transition, we will have a staggered start on the first day – A-L will 

come in from 9:30-12:00 and M-Z will come in from 12:30-3:00pm. 

 

3. Do Preps have Wednesdays off school? 

Yes. 

Preps do not come to school on Wednesdays until Labour day. Families are requested to book in for a Prep 

Entrance Assessment time to bring them in on one of the Wednesdays. Bookings will be available in 

Compass from the 1st of Feb. Information about this will be sent out prior to the end of the year.  

Prep entrance testing is a range of activities that are mostly literacy based and feels to the child like a series 

of ‘questions.’ 

Children only need to come in for one  

4. 4 days a week for all of term 1? 

During February – then in March students go to 5 days a week. Full days on the days they attend. 

Before and after school care is available. Prep students are walked over to their class in the morning and 

collected by TheirCare staff from their classroom at the end of the day. 

5. Information pack 

Information packs will be available for collection on a series of dates 

6. What do you have in place for children with sensory processing difficulties? 

Prep teachers have a lot of experience supporting students with additional needs. Different strategies work 

for different students – some students benefit from fidget toys, quiet spaces,  

Sensory Room – for students who require a sensory break. 

7. Is a child sent out to the sensory room straight away of managed in the room first. 

Prep rooms are set up with a space that contains calming toys and a tent. The child will be told how long 

they can spend in this area and a timer will be set so they know how long they have to spend in there 

8. Class sizes 

2021 – 3 grades of approx.. 19 

9. Would you recommend that we purchase uniforms now? 

Recommend to wait until late in the year as they might grow out of it. 

10. Is what you teach in prep more at a grade 1 level? 

Our program is catered at students individual needs and levels. 

Maths – hands on sessions. Each lesson contains extending prompts and enabling prompts so that all 

children can complete tasks appropriate to their level of ability. The activities are real life, problem solving 

based where children can develop their reasoning. 

Literacy – some children will come in knowing only a few letters and sounds and others come in ready to 

read or already reading. The Literacy Program is designed to cater for all individuals in the room – what they 

need to get to the next level. 



 

11. Is this how the whole school works 

Yes, a detailed handover is provided to the following years teacher which is timetabled in. Information 

including needs. We are a responsible for all students. 

Collaborative planning. 

12. Sporting programs? 

Our students love sport with Mr Mac.  

PMP will be run with Prep teachers – balancing, hand eye coordination 

Specialist classes once a week, focus in Prep on Fundamental Motor Skills– cross country, athletics, 

Swimming at Toby Hanen – 8 day intensive program, lunch time clubs 

13. Arts 

Visual arts – full year taken by a specialist teacher 

Performing Arts – half year with a specialist teacher 

LOTE (Indonesian) – half year with a specialist teacher 

School performance each year – alternate between a junior school performance and middle/senior school 

performance 

Music also integrated into the junior program  

Q – How do you determine which class my child will be in? 

A – When determining grade placements, we take into account a range of factors. This includes our observations of 
the ways in which the children interact when participating in the transition sessions, as well as the feedback and 
recommendations provided from the pre-school teachers during hand over meetings. In instances where you may 
have a particular social or academic concern for your child, we will also take your feedback and suggestions into 
account. 

Q – When do parents find out about which class their child will be in? 

A – After A lot of careful planning, families will find out their child’s grade placement at the conclusion of the final 
transition session. You will be provided with a note that tells you about your child’s teacher and the classroom that 
they are in next year. 

Q – How do you identify student needs and interests? 

A – Early next year, your child will attend school on a Wednesday for a one on one session with their teacher. During 
this session, your child will have a chance to complete tasks that will support your child’s teacher to gauge some of 
the skills and understandings in reading and maths. These tasks are designed to feel a bit like a game for the child, 
and provide a fantastic opportunity to build a positive relationship between teacher and students, as well as identify 
each child’s needs. 

Q – How do you cater for student needs? 

A – We understand that children enter prep having a range of different skills, interests, areas of strength and areas 
of growth. Before any learning can occur, we seek to support children to feel safe and secure within their class and 
the school, by exploring notions such as how we can be good friends, or what we can do if we are worried. 

We are very pleased to offer a very experienced Prep team next year, with all teachers having a strong 
understanding of child development in the junior school, well-being, curriculum and assessment. Once we have 
completed individual assessments, we work collaboratively to plan a program that meets the needs of all our 
students. Analysis of student learning and needs then becomes and ongoing and integral component of our 
program. 

We will offer an information session early next year that details some of our approach to literacy and numeracy, 
including extending and enabling prompts, MSL (Multi Sensory Language) approach and SMART spelling. 



Q – What is the best way to contact the class teacher during the year? 

A – We are a very approachable team, and assuming you are allowed onsite next year, we are more than happy to 
speak with you before or after school. We are also happy to communicate via email, or by phone. You will be 
provided with your teachers email address early next year. Communication is very important to us, so please speak 
with your teacher as soon as you have any questions or concerns so that we can follow up as soon possible. 

Q – School uniform 

A – All orders can be completed online through State Schools Relief. We have chosen this supplier as they provide 
support and uniforms to families in need. Please keep in mind that students grow very quickly, so don’t buy uniforms 
too soon. 

Q – My Child does not attend Bonbeach Pre-school, should I supply their contact information to the school? 

A – We receive a transition statement for each child from their pre-school teacher. Once we have received the 
transition statements, we contact all pre-schools to engage in a hand over. 

Q – Will a year 4 buddy be allocated as in previous years? 

A – The year 4 buddies provide a friendly face and new friend for your child, and are an important part of our 
transition program. Due to restrictions however, they are not able to participate in transition sessions. This will be 
organised when your child begins school next year. 

Q – Before and after school care 

A – Their Care provide before and after school care. There is a link to Their Care on the website and a flyer will be 
provided through the Prep pack. Prep students attending Their Care are walked to their line/room each morning and 
are collected from their classroom at the end of the day and walked over to the Their Care building. 

Q – What can parents get involved in? 

A – We really appreciate having parent support within the school. There will be opportunities to support the reading 
program by listening to students read, as well as opportunities to participate in special events. Outside of the 
classroom, you can participate in different committees such as Parents & Friends, School Council or the Farmers’ 
Market, as well as join in with working bees or volunteering in the Canteen. 

Q – When will the prep packs be available, will separate packs be made available to separated families? 

A – Collection of packs will occur from the office on the 10th and 12th of November. Provided we have both parents 
details on the enrolment form, a pack for each parent (separated families) will be made available. 

Q – Allied Health Program 

A –If you have concerns about your child, please see your child’s teacher in the first instance. If a referral is required, 
the class teacher will provide documentation to Phillip Akeroyd who will organise assessment or consultation. 

Q – What if my child has NDIS, Speech or OT support? 

A – Please make contact with the school to discuss your child’s needs as soon as possible. This will support us to 
ensure that we have everything in place to support them. We are often able to accommodate NDIS therapists within 
the school (when there are no restrictions). 

Q - What stationary should my child bring to school on the first day? 



A – The easiest option for parents, students and teachers is to order supplies through the booklist provided in the 
parent pack. Send all supplies to school, and your classroom teach will look after all the stationary and ensure that 
your child receives all of the equipment that they need throughout the year. 

Q – What opportunities do staff have to expand their professional learning? 

A – We are very fortunate in that we are frequently provided with opportunities seek professional learning that 
targets both whole school and our own individual needs. We are constantly seeking to improving selves and our 
practice. This can involve learning from each other through observations and feedback, attending external 
professional development sessions, or from attending internal professional development sessions offered by Kate 
Murray our Maths Learning Specialist, Kylie Middleton our Literacy Learning Specialist, Martyn Waters our High 
Impact Teaching advocate or any of our other very experienced members of staff. 

Q- What has happened with the Time Capsule that had been buried on site? 

A – It has been dug up and will be buried again at the end of the current bu 

 

 

 


